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the Democratic party? The author .of the
Beagan bill has "been the champion of this con-
troversy with the railroads for more than ten
years; and the Democratic party, the Nationals,
and the Anti-Monopolists have stood behind
him, while the Senate has stood like a wall of
iron against the passage of that measure.
Finally, seeing they had to let us have some-
thing, they licked their bill into a shape satis-
factory to themselves, but most dangerous to
the people."196

As to other matters considered in the session
Weaver's part was of incidental or occasional
character. On December 13, 1886, he offered a
resolution of inquiry relative to the issue of
legal-tender notes. He aimed his inquiry par-
ticularly at the substitution of notes of large
denominations for those of smaller amount,
which he claimed was illegal under the law of
1878 prohibiting the further retirement of
greenbacks. He called attention to the fact that
a distinct provision had been inserted in the
sundry civil appropriation act, passed at the
last session, forbidding the use of any funds
obtained through that act for the printing of
United States notes of large denominations to
take the place of those of small denominations
cancelled or retired. The notes with which he
was especially concerned were the one and two
dollar Mils, for the issue of which the same act